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The Well-Stocked Bookshelf
Must Reads!
BY ED

SPICER

In looking over the books that are nominated for the Best Fiction for Young Adults and the Notable Books for
Children, I am struck by the fact that so many of them deal with war in one form or another. We have several
excellent fantasies in this review, and each of them deals with war or battles or the threat of them. We have
books about World War II, the Viet Nam War, the Cold War (with its threat of nuclear annihilation), unidentified war, and (indirectly) the conflict in the Middle East. The number of students who have spoken to me
during this same time period about their plan to enlist in the military, family members or friends who have
enlisted, or solicitations by the military strikes me. This may or may not mean anything, but I do find it curious. That said, the choice to review these books is mine, and I selected these books to review before I realized
their connection with war. I chose these books because of the significance of the treatment and for the quality
of the writing. In this article, I spend the most amount of time reviewing Deborah Wiles' Countdown, which
I believe will win awards, in addition to its growing number of starred reviews (and I am pleased that I was
among the very first to predict great things for this book). Countdown deals with the cold war and reminds
me of my own duck and cover days. While it is a book that features war, its tone is much lighter than, say,
Warriors In the Crossfire by Nancy Bo Flood. If you are able to add only one book to your collection, adding
Countdown is an excellent choice. I have purchased my own first edition, first printing copy of this one for my
personal collection in anticipation of its future status. We shall see! For those of you who do not appreciate
books featuring fighting, this collection of reviews begins with books that have nothing to do with that sort
of conflict. Tucked in the middle are a few more safe books. While our very last title, You, is not about war, it
may have the effect of making the war books seem a bit more palatable. This time the reviews are alphabetical by title. Enjoy!
Perkins, Lynne Rae. (2010). As Easy as Falling Off the Face of the Earth. New York: HarperCollins/Greenwillow. 368 pp. ISBN 978-0-06-187090-3 (Hard Cover); $16.99.
Ry thinks he will search for bones in Montana, but his camp is cancelled. He meets up with Del, however, and
his trip back home to Wisconsin becomes a sailboat adventure in the Caribbean.
Perkins is a master at forcing characters (and readers) to come full circle. Ry thinks he is in control of his life,
but really it is cell phones, transportation, technology, home, and more that rules Ry. He sets out to discover
dinosaurs from an inspection of digging up their buried bones and comes to realize that a whole host of fluke
events have the very real possibility of dropping us off the face of the Earth-easily! Ry ends up in "control" of
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his life but only to the extent that he learns to really
study the roots of who he is and what he wants out
of life. So much goes wrong on Ry's trip to Montana
that this book also functions quite well as a simple
humorous catalog of disaster. Perkins command of
language-of just the right detail to describe, say,
the desert is notable in and of itself. Del is particularly well drawn. I love the poetic, Song of Myself
feel to this novel that has quality etched on each and
every page. This book is best suited for high school
students and strong middle school readers.

Lasky, Kathryn. (2010). Ashes. New York: Penguin
PutnamNiking. 320 pp. ISBN 978-0-67001157-5 (Hard Cover); $16.99.
Gabriella and her family watch in horror as brownshirted Nazis rise to power in Berlin in 1932.
Gabriella's father is convinced that the Nazis are a
political fad that will fade.
We have plenty of children and young adult novels
that deal with Hitler in power and fewer that deal
with Hitler's rise to power. In this book readers
understand that part of Hitler's rise to power is
because many intelligent German citizens did not
take Hitler seriously and assumed that he was akin
to a fad. The very well documented historical events
of this novel are used adroitly by Lasky, especially
Garbriella's interactions with Einstein (as well as
Gabriella's father). Readers who understand the
background of the Hitler Youth will appreciate
Gabriella's ethical dilemma when she is forced to
evaluate the relationship between her sister and
her sister's boyfriend. Lasky has crafted a book that
tells a compelling story that gives young readers an
accurate assessment of some of the many different
feelings of German youth in 1932. This book will
find a good home in either elementary or middle
school libraries; it works well with 9 th and 10th grade
students as well.

Stratton, Allan. (2010). Borderline. New York:
HarperCollins/HarperTeen. 304 pp. ISBN
978-0-06-145111-9 (Hard Cover); $16.99.
Sarni Sabiri is used to being bullied for his Muslim
faith. When his father is arrested for being a terrorist, however, the school bullying becomes a much
smaller problem compared to proving his father's
innocence.
Sometimes in my mind significance trumps minor
details. In this book Stratton introduces us to a very
normal Muslim boy who is sometimes embarrassed

by his parents religious instruction, especially when
his friends are around. Nevertheless, Sarni, in his
own way, tries to create meaning within his family's
religious tradition. Stratton also forces us to confront
the ongoing struggle with racism hiding in the
clothing of fear and patriotism. We do not see many
books for young readers that show so vividly the
daily effects of fear-based border safety measures on
our friends from the Middle East. The issues in this
book make it best suited for high school libraries, but
there is nothing in this book that should prevent it
from being purchased for middle school libraries as
well.

Turner, Megan Whelan. (2010). A Conspiracy of
Kings. New York: HarperCollins/Greenwillow. 336 pp. ISBN 978-0-06-187094-1 (Hard
Cover); $17.99.
Sophos really does not want to be king, but when
enemies intent on destroying the country beset
Sounis, Sop hos realizes that his future, his safety,
and becoming king are locked together.
One of the pleasures of a Megan Whelan Turner book
is that they all expect women to be smart. The very
best men are only as successful as their willingness
to trust the intelligence of the women around them.
While all of the Eugenides' books make it clear that
there is a firmly established patriarchy, it is also
very clear that underestimating women comes at a
very high price. In this book Sophos will assume the
name of his country, Sounis, despite the fact that he
would rather read poetry. Enemies surround Sounis,
and even so called friendly countries are quite
.capable of absorbing and assimilating the people of
Sounis. It seems as if Sophos really only has choices
between bad and horrible. Nevertheless, Sophos plots
a course of action that may not be followed exactly,
but then his fellow conspirators may have a few
surprises of their own. Readers will delight in the
roller coaster ride of unraveling all of the details and
nuances of Sophos's attempt to save his country. This
book is one that crosses genres without alienating
hardcore fans . Readers who love romance will read
this book right along with those who love political
intrigue and adventure. While this is yet another
masterful book in this series, it is not necessary for
readers to have read earlier books (although reading
the series certainly makes this book richer). And
even for those readers very familiar with the series,
Turner has a knack for surprising-astonishingreaders with how carefully she keeps track of all the
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plot threads and weaves them into books that virtually sing. This sophisticated fantasy fits nicely into
either high school or middle school libraries.

Wiles, Deborah. (2010). Countdown. New York:
Scholastic Press. 394 pp. ISBN 978-0-54510605-4 (Hard Cover); $17.99.
Fanny Chapman is invisible. Her teachers look right
past her. Her best friend is prettier, and her uncle
is acting strange, but does anything really matter if
nuclear bombs fall?
Wiles has created a book that I have not read before.
I can promise readers that this book breaks new
ground. I read both the manuscript of this book and
the finished copy (and if I have one small complaint
it is that I wish Scholastic had printed this book in a
slightly larger size). On the manuscript cover we see
that Scholastic has classified this book as "Historical Fiction." However, this book is more than that,
although I am not quite sure what to call it-Historical Collage Fiction? My friend, Walter Mayes (AKA
Walter the Giant Storyteller) mentioned that Wiles
breaks the same kind of ground with Countdown
that Brian Selznick accomplished with The Invention
of Hugo Cabret. This is more true than not.
The basic annotation of the book is that 11-year-old
Franny is trying to survive the inevitable nuclear
disaster that is heading toward her home near
Andrews Air Force Base. We are in the midst of the
Cu an Missile Crisis. The U.S. has just discovered
missiles on Cuba pointing toward our country.
Franny is practicing (and getting bloodied) during
duck and cover drills. Meanwhile she is trying to
convince her teacher that she exists (despite being
invisible). She is trying to convince her family that
she is more than a Cinderella servant. Her mother
only seems to assign chores and, worse yet, blame.
Her older sister treats her like a squirt and will
not share the life-changing world she is entering in
college. Her Uncle Otts is becoming crazier each day
and embarrassing Franny, even while she tries to
hold onto the vision of her Uncle as a WWI war hero.
And now Franny is fighting with her best friend,
Margie, over friends and boys and stolen letters.
Catastrophe is in the air and duck and cover drills
are not making Franny feel the least bit safer. Just
what is her sister hiding from her under lock and
key? Will Franny ever grow up? What is wrong with
Uncle Otts? Will a nice boy like Chris Cavas ever
choose a plain looking girl like her when her best
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friend is prettier, more self-assured, and unburdened
by a crazy family member?
The notable feature of Countdown is its inserted
pictures of JFK; Khrushchev; Pete Seeger; Sandy
Kofax; Peter, Paul, and Mary; Bob Dylan, images of
the Civil Rights Movement, Cuba, Nancy Drew, and
more. While many of the images have no direct bearing on the plot, they provide the emotional backdrop
of the novel and place the story firmly in its historical period. In addition to providing thousands of
teachers with a book that will become classroom
reading, Wiles asks students to think about their
own history in terms of music, media, literature,
and popular culture. These added images and the
inserted mini biographies of Trueman, Seeger, and
JFK provide snapshots of what students like Franny
would be experiencing on a daily basis during the
Cuban Missile time frame. They give this book a soul
that most historical fiction does not possess. They
also, I believe, take that step of making historical
fiction intersect with today's student and make the
time period seem important in today's world. Historical fiction is not among the more popular reading
material for teens and I think Wiles has figured out
a way to change that perception! Well done!
The degree of difficulty in this book is what takes
Countdown and elevates it to a new level. Wiles has
created a new way of experiencing history in the
pages of a novel. Her achievement makes this book
a must-buy for school libraries all across the country
regardless of age. This is also a book that will resonate
with folks like me who can still remember the duck
and cover drills (which provided a moment of welcome
respite from the drudgery of the school day). I am
hoping that the Newbery committee finds a way to
recognize the unique and significant contribution Wiles
has made with this book, despite literal rules that
have some dissecting this book into separate parts not
nearly so compelling as its magnificent total package.
While this book fits in elementary school libraries, it
is best suited to middle school libraries. I can even see
high school teachers studying the form and style of this
book and using it effectively with high school students
studying either history or language arts.

Reeve, Philip. (2010). Fever Crumb. New York:
Scholastic Press. 326 pp. ISBN 978-0-54520719-5 (Hard Cover); $17.99.
Fever Crumb is very logical for a girl. Girls are not
supposed to work for the Order of Engineers. Maybe
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the fact that she is an engineer and female has the
town folk thinking she should be killed.
Notable for its wide assortment of quirky, yet believable characters, Reeve has penned a story that will
suck in fans of Mortal Engines (who will enjoy this
prequel) and also those who have never read a single
one of his books before. The world he invents feels
as familiar as a world in which folks are sometimes
afraid of people they do not know. While this world
is fresh and new, we feel like we have known it our
whole lives. The steampunk atmosphere is palpable.
Layered below the strangely familiar world Reeve
has created is a very fundamental story of a young
girl searching to discover just who she is and from
where she comes. The fact that the book takes on
paternalism and sexism, makes it all the more
interesting (and it should be noted that these themes
are not didactic). The pacing in this story is such
that it is difficult to stop reading once we start.
Purchase this book for both middle school and high
school libraries.

Marchetta, Melina. (2010). Finnikin of the Rock.
Boston: Candlewick. 416 pp. ISBN 978-07636-4361-4 (Hard Cover); $18.99.
Finnikin is from a cursed kingdom that prevents
its citizens from returning home. When Evanjalin,
a strange and mysterious dreamer, comes into
Finnikin's life, she convinces him that the heir to
the throne may still be alive and that he has chosen
Finnikin to lead his people home-but at what cost?
Marchetta, the Printz-winning author of Jellicoe
Road, has created a fantasy world so real, readers
feel the creepy mist on the back of their necks. Her
characters, even minor characters, grow in complexity until the very last pages. What makes Finnikin
truly shine is the pacing of this novel. Evanjalin is
able to enter dreams of others and she convinces a
reluctant Finnikin to follow along. She does this by
introducing just enough doubt that Finnikin comes
to believe he has a chance to save his father and then
maybe break the curse hanging over their country.
-However, just when we begin to trust Evanjalin, she
shocks us. And she continues to shock and surprise
us throughout the book. The gradual unfolding of
the plot is skillfully mastered. What makes this book
rise above others is the way in which the plot twists
subtly match the changes in character growth. Marchetta has characters torn between self-preservation,
love of family, and patriotism. Is lying ever justified?
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Can we learn to live in and love another country,
another way oflife? How much should we trust our
government? Can we ever trust those from different
countries? These are questions that characters in
Finnikin of the Rock confront; careful student readers will see that these same questions are ones we all
should examine regularly. Purchase this one for high
school readers and advanced middle school readers,
especially those who love fantasy .

Engle, Margarita. (2010). The Firefly Letters: A
Suffragette's Journey to Cuba. New York:
Holt. 160 pp. ISBN 978-0-8050-9082-6 (Hard
Cover); $16.99.
Swedish suffragist Fredrika Bremer visits Cuba
and helps transform the life of Cuban slave, Cecilia.
Elena is a privileged Cuban girl whose family owns
slaves, including Cecilia. Bremer visits Cecilia's
family and requires the services of Cecilia to do the
translating necessary for her work. In three very
distinct voices readers learn of Bremer's growing
feminism, Cecilia's yearning for freedom, and
Elena's very different (and surprising) perspective
purchased by virtue of her gender and her families
social status.
I hope readers don't assume this book to be just
another verse novel about Cuba! The weaving
together of the three characters helps readers
explore the same events in ways that reflect three
very different points of view-a poetic triangulation.
One can practically use Engle's verse to navigate the
uncharted waters of this little-known historic event.
This book is exceptional in the way that it treats
both the time period and the cultural and the economic perspectives with verse that reads like verse
and hits like verse. The fact that this verse novel has
dramatic tension and a surprise ending only make
it one of Engle's better books and one that should be
purchased by every middle school and high school
library. Teachers should really latch onto and use
Engle's books, especially this one, to show the amazing versatility of poetry to tell an historical story
that still has a very personal feel.

Fisher, Catherine. (2010). Incarceron. New York:
Random House/Dial. 448 pp. ISBN 978-08037-3396-1 (Hard Cover); $15.99.
In a book that stretches our understanding of what
"setting" means, Fisher has crafted one of the finest
fantasies of the year. Incarceron is a prison and this
prison is a sentient being.

MICHIGAN READING foURNAL

SPICER

A mysterious crystal key with hidden powers unites
Finn and Claudia. Finn has lingering memories of
a life outside of Incarceron; he is told that there is
nothing outside of Incarceron. The prison is the beall and end-all of existence-this prison with its red
light eyes that can talk! Finn attempts to discover
the source of these memories that seem older than
Incarceron. This search takes him deep within the
prison with only the assurances of an old man who
claims that a (mythical?) person named Sapphique
has escaped.
Claudia is the daughter of the warden of Incarceron.
She wants to escape the arranged wedding in a society that is trapped in Victorian times and customs.
Claudia is determined to do everything in her power
to keep from marrying Casper, whom she knows to
be a fool. She is also looking for a way around "Protocol" the law of the land that keeps society frozen in a
time that it has long since outgrown.
Incarceron was created to seal off all the dangerous
elements in a place in which they would learn how
to form a model society. This experiment is deeply
flawed, in part because the prison is self-aware and
begins abusing its power. Finn's challenges often
emphasize the physical; Claudia's revolve around the
political. When Finn and Claudia learn to use the
power of the crystal keys, they each think that the
other may hold their own key to survival. While this
book ends with the clear indication that it is the first
book in the series. It also stands alone with a satisfactory if not perfect ending (for a stand-alone book-an
excellent ending for the first book in a series).
The scale of Incarceron is huge in its very small
details! The epigrammatic chapter lore adds a
richness to this book that foreshadows the action.
The world building is meticulous. The book forces
readers to grapple with those things upon which we
imprison ourselves, which include our awareness of
our cultural heritage. This book has a vivid actionoriented plot and the philosophical depth that makes
it a natural for lists and awards. Purchase it for both
middle school and especially high school libraries.

Wood, Maryrose. (2010). The Incorrigible Children
of Ashton Place. New York: HarperCollins/
Balzer & Bray. 272 pp. ISBN 978-0-06179105-5 (Hard Cover); $15.99.
Miss Penelope Lumley, graduate of the Swanburne
Academy for Poor Bright Females, is ever so grateful
for her governess position. She envisions Latin for
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the children, but is Latin possible for children raised
by wolves?
Filled with literary illusions (often misused to very
humorous effect), Wood has a gothic farce that will
have students mysteriously howling with laughter.
True to its period (think Jane Eyre), the language
pokes fun at institutions of higher learning. Readers,
through Penny's nai:ve discourse, also explore the
difference between money and intelligence. Despite
the novel's reliance on its well-crafted setting and
period language, we still have a story that has a
real sense of drama, as Penny gradually realizes
the reason her employer has for insisting that the
three incorrigibles attend the Christmas party. The
sweet and graceful language of Penny is the perfect
foil for the amazing bits of dark and twisted humor!
Purchase this one for both middle school and high
school students.

Montgomery, Sy. (2010). Kakapo Rescue. Boston:
Houghton Mifflin. 74 pp. ISBN 978-0-61849417-0 (Hard Cover); $18.00.
Kakapo parrots (pronounced KAR ka poe) are so
endangered that if one wishes to visit them on their
New Zealand island, one must submit to a rigorous sterilization procedure, along with all luggage,
equipment, and clothing, before being allowed on
the island with the less than one hundred surviving
parrots.
The kakapo parrot, like many island birds was once
numerous. This parrot is the world's heaviest parrot, weighing as much as nine pounds. Long ago it
lost the ability to fly. It also has a strong, pleasant,
honey-like odor. When Europeans introduced rats
and cats and other predators, the kakapo almost
went the way of the dodo or the passenger pigeon.
Its inability to fly, its heavy body, and its strong odor
virtually planted a bull's eye on it for the humans
who gobbled it up and for the exploding number
of introduced animals that also enjoyed a kakapo
dinner. Montgomery writes engaging, conversational
text that conveys accurate information in clear,
limpid prose. Kakapo Rescue reads like an adventure
story. We have adventure, tragedy, fear, and finally
a glimmer of hope for the fewer than one hundred
remaining kakapo parrots. Along the way readers
are blessed with more of Nie Bishop's amazing, sensitive, and informational photography.
While this book is the best of the three Scientists In
the Field books this year, readers will not be at all
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sorry if they add the other two: The Hive Detectives:
Chronicle of a Honey Bee Catastrophe by Loree
Griffin Burns and Project Seahorse by Pamela S.
Turner (who wrote The Frog Scientist for this series
last year-one of my favorite books). I can't think
of a single book in this entire series that I would be
hesitant to recommend. Houghton Mifflin is to be
commended for regularly producing such excellent
nonfiction books for students of all ages.

Stork Francisco X. (2010). The Last Summer of
' the Death Warriors. New York: Scholastic
.
Press. 348 pp. ISBN 978-0-545-15133-7 (Hard
Cover); $17.99.
Going Bovine by Libba Bray won the Printz award
last year for her amazing retelling of Don Quixote.
Can lightning strike twice? Stork has a very different book that also makes use of Cervantes' classic
story to tell of Pancho's attempt to avenge the
death of his sister. Pancho knows that his sister,
Rosa, was murdered despite his lack of evidence;
knows that the police will not spend too much time
investigating the death of a disabled, orphaned girl;
and he knows that he will avenge her death. His
plans, however, have not taken into consideration
the Death Warrior Manifesto that D.Q. is writing
or Marisol. Pancho is placed in an orphanage where
he meets D.Q., a "Death Warrior" who is battling a
rare and deadly cancer that he is determined to beat
while also searching for love. Pancho realizes that
by assisting and traveling with D.Q. he has solved
his transportation problem to the city housing his
sister's killer. Assisting D.Q., however, pulls Pancho
under the spell of Marisol, the girl whom D.Q. hopes
to woo. Love complicates Pancho's murder plot and
calls into question Pancho's love for his sister (or, at
least Pancho's somewhat twisted notion of love). The
char~cters are deftly drawn. While readers quickly
realize that Pancho's plans for revenge are immature
at best, the real drama unfolds in Pancho's growing
relationship with D.Q. and Marisol. Astute readers
will recognize the code of chivalry and Pancho's
intuitive realization that the code he has created for
his own life does not match the very real people with
whom he comes into contact. This is another book
that uses intertextuality with great skill. Stork has
created very real characters. Especially noteworthy
is the dialogue in this text. Despite a story framework built around Don Quixote, the story is fresh
and often quite funny, despite its serious subject
matter. Teachers wanting books with big ideas to
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explore will appreciate the major themes Stork has
crafted into this excellent book. Purchase this one for
high school students.

Kadohata, Cynthia. (2010). A Million Shades
of Gray. New York: Simon and Schuster/
Atheneum. 216 pp. ISBN 978-1-4169-1883-7
(Hard Cover); $16.99.
Y'Tin dreams of training elephants; but this is Viet
Nam and his father has been abandoned by the
American Special forces with whom he worked. The
Dega people and elephants face massacre by the
Vietcong so Y'Tin and Lady, the elephant, begin a
long and dangerous journey to Thailand.
Kadohata explores Viet Nam with her book Cracker:
The Best Dog in Viet Nam. This book, however, is
much more effective and interesting. It explores a
part of the Viet Nam War that we do not see in print,
and it asks readers difficult and important questions:
How did the United States convince tribal people to
help them? Why did the United States abandon the
Dega people who had helped them? It also is filled
with well-researched historical facts about World
War II and the Dega people. Young readers who do
not care about historical fiction will appreciate the
jungle adventure, infused with elephant, and keep
turning the pages without stopping. Purchase this
one for middle school and even elementary school
libraries.

Singer, Marilyn. (2010). Mirror Mirror: A Book of
Reversible Verse. New York: Penguin Putnam/Dutton. 32 pp. ISBN 978-0-525-47901-7
(Hard Cover); $16.99.
When we tell our poetic fairy tales, they have a
whole different meaning when we read them in
reverse order.
This fairy tale book is written in a poetic form titled,
Reverso, as named by its creator, Marilyn Singer!
The form takes each line and has that line read
down with one meaning and read up with a slightly
different version often featuring an ironic twist.
Using well-known fairy tales, we see each one from
two different perspectives. In the Red Riding Hood
poem, we have Red's story first and then the Wolfs
slightly different version, using the same words, but
in reverse order. These poems will be quite a lot of
fun to share on Tuesdays, my poetry day, with my
first graders. Josee Masse's artwork adds a side-byside look at the two versions (wish it had been an up
and down look to match the form). While I plan to
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use this book with my first-grade students, this book
is equally at home in both high school and middle
school libraries. Teachers should be able to have
quite a lot of fun with students in the creation of
reversos that will help teachers explain irony while
also showing students the value (and hard work) of
carefully chosen words. While elementary teachers
will adore this short book, don't let the format, the
page length, and illustrations keep this book out
of the hands of middle school and even high school
teachers and students.

Draper, Sharon M. (2010). Out of My Mind. New
York: Simon & Schuster/Atheneum. 295
pp. ISBN 978-1-4169-7170-2 (Hard Cover);
$16.99.
Melody is surrounded by millions of words. She loves
words. She understands words, but she cannot speak
a single one-yet. She has cerebral palsy.
The first thing that attracts my attention is the very
poetic opening to this story. I feel both the very real
love for language from Melody and the frustration
that, perhaps, makes the love even sweeter. I did not
feel the author intruding into this love of language.
Melody feels like an 11-year-old girl with very
typical desires. She also feels appropriately older
because of her astonishing memory. The interaction
between Melody and the students on her team has
that nice balance of making readers both angry and
empathetic at the same time. This book has readers
examining everyday functions, such as speaking. We
also come to understand how much we take them for
granted. While I like this book for its message, the
message is a natural story element and not something that is hammered into the reader; it arrives as
a natural response to putting ourselves in someone
else's shoes. The pacing is natural and quick, making it a very fast and pleasant read. This book is an
excellent choice for middle school libraries and good
elementary readers.

Wallenfels, Stephen. (2009). POD. South Hampton,
New Hampshire: NAMELOS. 212 pp. ISBN
978-1-60898-010-9 (Paperback); $9.95.
Pods are above Earth zapping humans careless
enough to leave their covered shelter. Megs is
trapped in a hotel parking garage; Josh is wondering
whether the pod creatures are better than his father
with whom he is trapped in a very small house.
Fans of Hunger Games will eat this book up! The
action is intense. The implied threat from the
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pods, never really addressed directly in the text,
serves as an even more terrifying evil than any
description. The back and forth narration between
Megs and Josh has readers experiencing two very
different, but related, terrors caused by the destruction visited upon Earth by the pods. Josh's story
initially provides readers an emotional relief from
the brutality and helplessness of Megs. However, his
story gradually builds until readers realize that his
situation is every bit as desperate as Megs, despite
having the humor that is unavoidable when a teen
and his dad are trapped hopelessly together. The
issues in this book that could make this one too old
for middle school are so far in the background that
I have no trouble seeing 12-, 13-, and 14-year-old
students reading (and loving) this gripping, actionpacked, science fiction adventure. While the ending
makes it clear that there will be more coming, it has
a satisfying conclusion that will have readers finally
getting around to wondering just what is this big pod
that seems to have distributed a whole lot of seeds to
Earth? What will this pod do (in the next book)?
NAMELOS is a new publisher focusing on distributing downloaded books (e-Books). It is founded by
Stephen Roxburgh who is responsible for many of
the award-winning books published by Front Street
Books. This book is worth tracking down and if your
library has developed fans of e-Books, check out the
NAMELOS website www.namelos.com. Do take the
trouble to find and read and recommend this book to
students; we need healthy small publishers every bit
as much as we need established, larger publishers.

Nelson, Jandy. (2010). The Sky Is Everywhere. New
York: Random House/Dial. 288 pp. ISBN 9780-8037-3495-1 (Hard Cover); $17.99.
When Lennie's older, more popular sister dies,
Lennie is forced into the limelight and forced to deal
with the raging emotional storm that death delivers.
While this a book to present to those "sad book" lovers, it has much more depth of character than most.
The language in this book is stunning. It is at once
both heartbreakingly poetic and real. Lennie's voice
is packed with honest, believable emotion, and she
runs the gamut from rage to love to guilt in a way
that pops Lennie off the page and straight into our
hearts. After Bailey's death, Lennie finds comfort in
the company of Toby, Bailey's boyfriend and fiance.
Wracked with guilt over her inappropriate attraction to Toby, Lennie gravitates toward the new boy,
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Joey, who just may be able to see her as something
other than the girl whose sister died. In her grief,
Lennie ruminates on her mother. Just why did her
mother abandon the family? Nelson does not shirk
her responsibility with minor characters. Gram is
a person we can visualize working in her garden,
tending her roses (that have magical love potion
powers). Readers will delight in pot-smoking Uncle
Big who still is a romantic at heart, despite making a
mess of all his previous marriages. Spiced among the
heartbreak are moments of intense humor and joy.
The Young Adult Library Services Association has
a new award, the Morris Award, which recognizes
quality debut novels. The Sky Is Everywhere should
be a contender.

Millard, Glenda. (2010). A Small Free Kiss in the
Dark. New York: Holiday House. 180 pp.
ISBN 978-0-8234-2264-7 (Hard Cover); $16.95.
War is hard. For Skip, living on the streets, war
should be death. However, an older man, Billy,
moves Skip and a very young boy, Max, to an abandoned amusement park to outlast the war.
The dichotomy between an amusement park and
bombs serves as a rich foundation for reading a story
about war and family. Skip's dumpster explodes one
day and he is thrust into the path of Billy, a wily and
homeless man. Billy helps Skip avoid the bombs and
then takes in a very young orphan, Max. Once they
reach the amusement park, they adopt Mia, a teen
mother who has a different definition of survival. I
love that this war is not named, which allows readers
to envision details of wars they know about, study
in school, or see in the media. While Mia engages in
behavior that is, perhaps, not suitable for younger
students, the descriptions are in the background,
which makes this book perfectly suitable for middle
school students who may see military recruiters in
their community. Mia forces Skip to think about our
actions and what they say about our humanity in the
face of a conflict so un-amusing that we sometimes
need to force ourselves to find the humor and beauty
in life despite our circumstances. The description of
Billy from Skip's perspective is nicely balanced by
the reader's more complete understanding that Billy
is terrified and far from perfect. Another notable element to this book is its understanding of the power
of art, both visual art and performance art. The
outsider art element to this book is especially unique
and important and interesting. Another plus for this
book is its fabulous cover.
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Flood, Nancy Bo. (2010). Warriors in the Crossfire. Ashville, NC: Front Street Books. 142
pp. ISBN 978-1-59078-661-1 (Hard Cover);
$17.95.
Joseph and his family have lived on Saipan longer
than either the Japanese or the Americans. However,
both the Japanese and Americans will kill Joseph
and his family if they are not very careful.
American students often think of the war between
the Japanese and the United States during WWII
in very simple, US vs. THEM, terms. However
these islands are home to people who are neither
American nor Japanese and who share a history
with both Americans and Japanese. These people
have been ravaged, burned, killed, and, perhaps
worse, largely forgotten by both sides. In a wellresearched book that features language attempting
to capture the rhythm and cadence of a culture,
we feel the loss and isolation and confusion of a
people who quickly realize that their survival will
depend on luck and their own superior knowledge
of their homeland. Both Americans and Japanese
are equally likely to kill them. This book shows us
the culture of the Carolinian and Chomorro people
and the major historical facts of the defeat of the
Japanese in Saipan. The significance of this book
combined with a poetic and absorbing story make
this a book well worth adding to high school and
middle school libraries.

Green, John & Levithan, David. (2010). Will
Grayson, Will Grayson. New York: Penguin
Putnam/Dutton. 313 pp. ISBN 978-0-52542158-0 (Hard Cover); $16.99.
I describe our current culture as a "base two"
mentality. We have the on and off switch. Hate it or
love it. Nothing else exists. We teach teens through
our actions that if one supports, say, gay marriage,
that person is evil incarnate. One may not join our
religion if one does or does not do action X. We are
either in the box or out of the box, and never the
twain shall meet. We have a tremendously difficult
time with the very simple concept that people are
complicated. We believe simultaneously in diametrically opposed ideas. We do fabulous things for
very dumb reasons and we do the dumbest things
for all the best reasons. What I so appreciate about
Will Grayson, Will Grayson is its articulation of the
conflicting ideas and beliefs that live so comfortably
in legions of very smart teens.
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Will Grayson, Will Grayson follows the lives of two
young men, one straight and one gay, who coincidentally share the same name. Green and Levithan
alternate chapters, with Green writing straight
Will and Levithan writing gay Will. Eventually the
paths of the two Wills cross and they meet in a very
unexpected location in Chicago! While the story
features our Wills, the minor characters, especially
Tiny Cooper, often (and appropriately) steal the
show. The shared name enables the Schrodinger Cat
metaphor to roam around in a much larger box. With
a cultural tendency to see only the on or the off, this
book asks teens to confront and do psychic battle
with the absolute fact that we will be disappointed,
sometimes deeply disappointed, with our friends.
And if our friends do betray us, can we still call them
our friends? Even more importantly, perhaps, this
book inspects and magnifies friendship formations.
To some extent Green and Levithan have written a
manual for constructing a friendship out of a series
of random shared experiences. Can we really be
friends with a person who makes a sound track using
Somewhere Over the Rainbow multiple times when
we hate that song? Ultimately the characters in this
book discover that it is in our attempts, our repeated
attempts, our falling and rising, and falling and
rising-just as if we were swinging on a swing-that
guides our progress and enriches our life. Buy this
one for high school libraries.
Benoit, Charles. (2010). You. New York: HarperCollins/Harper Teen. 336 pp. ISBN
978-0-06-19704-9 (Hard Cover); $16.99.
Kyle Chase chronicles his last year of life in this
second person tour de force that will have readers
thinking of Cormier, Shattering Glass (Gail Giles),
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You Don't Know Me (David Klass), and other books
dealing with an average student with very serious
problems. Kyle meets up with Zack McDade who is
funny and charming. He is also a sadistic monster
determined to hurt everyone with whom he comes
in contact-just because he can. Zach does this by
rescuing students from bullies or by having fun parties or by flirting until the person comes to trust him.
When Zach learns your vulnerabilities, he shatters
you. Kyle is a hoodie kid who once showed lots of
academic promise. However, teachers and a school
system not interested in real learning or thinking
suck all the joy of learning out of him. The second
person voice (which is done to make the reader think
the book is about the reader) works surprisingly
well. There are many splashes of sarcastic humor
that brings to mind You Don't Know Me and other
books employing acerbic dialog and commentary.
Often, however, it is the contrast between what the
readers knows and Chase's naivete that packs the
largest punch. Benoit sneaks in glimpses of a kid
who really wants to fit in but can't seem to break
through. The flashes of Chase's sister and how she
adores Chase are heart breaking. Chase also is in
love with Ashley, but he can only let her talk. He can
never bring himself to ask her out (in part because
he does not want to be perceived as just another guy
hitting on her). We see moments in which it would
have been possible for a teacher to make a difference.
We see many more moments of platitudes and BS
by administrators and teachers too overwhelmed to
really see a student like Chase. Chase could be you,
and Chase could me; this is the point of the gritty,
largely successful story that deserves an audience.
This is a disturbing and important book. Purchase it
for high school libraries.
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Call for Program Proposals
The Michigan Reading Association, an affiliate of the
International Reading Association, invites you to submit a program proposal for the

Michigan
Reading
Association

55th Annual Michigan Reading Association Conference

Pages of Tomorrow

A MIChlgan Non-profit Corpo,alK>n

Saturday, March 12-Monday, March 14, 2011
Amway Grand Plaza Hotel and DeVos Place Convention Center, Grand Rapids
Proposals must be postmarked no later than September 30, 2010
The Program Committee will consider all proposals submitted by the due date. Notification of the committee's
decision will be sent no later than November 16, 2010. The individual submitting the proposal is responsible for
notifying co-presenters of the Program Committee's decision.
Factors that tend to enhance a proposal:

•
•
•
•
•
•

Relevance and interest of program to proposed audience and/or conference theme
Clarity, conciseness, and coherence of proposal
Timeliness of issues or topics
Innovative ways of viewing more traditional issues
Evidence of presenters' knowledge about current practices and/or research
Specific and articulate program description that does not need editing

Factors that tend to disqualify a proposal:

•
•
•

Promotion of commercial materials or programs
Content not clearly related to literacy
Failure to complete the proposal according to guidelines and format

PLEASE READ IMPORTANT DETAILS BELOW:
•

All presenters and co-presenters of accepted proposals MUST register and pay for the conference by December 31,
2010.

•

Failure of each presenter of the proposal to register for the conference by December 31, 2010 will result in the immediate cancellation of the scheduled session.

•

Registered presenters and co-presenters who cancel following December 31, 2010 must submit their cancellation in
writing and will be eligible for a 50% refund of the conference registration fees.
Upon signing this proposal, it is also understood that presenters and co-presenters do not receive honoraria or reimbursement for travel, hotel or related expenses.
Upon request, each presentation room will be equipped with an overhead projector and screen (see Page 2). Handouts
and any additional A/V equipment, however, will be the responsibility of the presenters.

•
•

All of the information on Page 2 of this Proposal Form must be mailed or faxed to the MRA Office, complete with presenters'
signatures, by September 30, 2010. Only signed Proposals will be accepted electronically. Be sure to provide all requested
information. Incomplete or partial proposals will not be accepted. We request that in addition to your faxed or mailed proposal, you submit electronically to the MRA office (mra@michiganreading.org) only your proposed session titles and presentation descriptions with presenters' names and contact information clearly stated to:
Michigan Reading Association
668 Three Mile Rd NW
Grand Rapids, Ml 49544-8219
Fax: 616-647-9378
- Page 1SUMMER
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MRA PROGRAM PROPOSAL
SUBMISSION DEADLINE: POSTMARKED SEPTEMBER 30, 2010

(Separate proposal forms must be submitted for each presentation title.)
I (and any co-presenters of this proposal) understand that (1) MRA does not provide honoraria or expense reimbursement, (2) that upon
acceptance of this proposal, all presenters and co-presenters for this presentation must register and pay for the conference by January
11, 2010. He/she must submit a cancellation in writing and will be eligible for a 50% refund of the paid conference registration fees.

* * * Please submit the following information as you would like it to appear in the conference program book * * *
I. Individual submitting proposal:
Name: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Institution/District: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Position: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Address: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ City/State/Zip: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Day Phone: _____________ Eve. Phone: _____________ Fax: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
E-mail: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Signed: - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Date _ _ _ _ / _ _ _ _ /2010

11. Co-presenters (limited to 3):
Name: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Institution/District: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Position: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

Signature _________________________ E-mail: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Name: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Institution/District: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Position: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

Signature _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ E-mail: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Name: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Institution/District: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Position: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

Signature _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ E-mail: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

Ill.
Strand Focus (no more than 3):
_ _ Administrative
_ _ Adult Literacy
Assessment
_ _ Coaching
_ _ Digital Literacy
Intervention
(Title 1, RTI, R.R., ESL)

IV.

_ _ Literacy Instruction PK-3
_ _ Literacy Instruction 4-12
_ _ Writing Instruction PK-3
_ _ Writing Instruction 4-12
Teach Education
ESL

Title of P r e s e n t a t i o n : - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Please limit your title to ten words or less.

V.

Description of Presentation: Describe the content of your presentation in 60 words or less. This description will appear in the program book and will
be edited if necessary. Descriptions MUST be typed and e-mailed to MRA office with proposal. Proposals submitted without a description
are considered incomplete.
Description also submitted via e-mail on __J__}2010

E-mail address:

---------------------

E-ma ii address from which the description will be submitted .

VI.

Session Time (minutes): _ _ 45

75

Willing to repeat? _ _

Day Preference (not guaranteed): _ _ Saturday (3/12/2011)

_ _ Sunday (3/13/2011)

_ _ Monday (3/14/2010}

VII.

Audio-Visual: An overhead projector/screen may be provided by MRA. If you intend to use this equipment, please check here _ _.
If the presentation will be projected from a computer, presenters are required to bring their own data projector and computer.

VIII.

Room Set-Up: All rooms will be set up theater style unless otherwise approved by the Conference Chair prior to September 30, 2010.

•

Please check box if you would lik_e to recei~e an :-mail _confirmation fro~ the Michiga~ Reading Association office stating that your
Program Proposal has been received. Conf1rmat1ons will be sent by e-mail only, and will be sent to the e-mail address included in the
Speaker information above. If you do not receive a confirmation within a week of submission, please contact the MRA office.
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Michigan Reading Association Publication Order Form-.1u1y 2010
POSTER SETS

FLIPCHARTS

Using the 7 Major Comprehension
Strategies to Make Reading and Writing
Connections
Do you want to help students understand and
use the reading/writing connection? Each
poster explains how the seven major comprehension strategies help readers and writers.
Includes posters, mini-posters, and bookmarks for teachers and students. © 2006, all
levels. $15.00

GLCE Flipcharts
The Michigan Department of Education
Grade Level Content Expectations for English Language Arts in three grade-level cluster flipcharts! The GLCEs are presented in a
cross-grade format for grades K-2, grades
3-5 , and grades 6-8.
K-2 Flipchart $4.00
3-5 Flipchart $4.00
6-8 Flipchart $4.00

BOOKMARKS

HSCE Flipchart
The High School Content Expectations flipchart contains the English Language Arts
component of the Michigan Merit Curriculum. This handy reference features the four
strands of standards and
expectations for grades 9- I 2. $4.00

Content Area Bookmarks
Effective reading strategies at your fingertips
- just tuck these information-packed cards
into your lesson plan book for practical easyto-use techniques. © 1991 , K-12. $6.00
Content Area Bookmarks II
More learning and thinking strategies to
enhance effective content area teaching.
Designed to illustrate how to put current
research into instructional practice. © 1998,
K-12 . $8.00
Special!
Content Area Bookmarks I & II
Set of each of the above strategies. $12.00
Literacy Connections - Effective Strategies
that Work Bookmarks
Help your students make connections in
comprehension, metacognition, study skills,
vocabulary, fluency and word identification
with these learning and thinking bookmarks.
© 2002, K-12. $9.00

BOOKLETS
NEW! Ten Reading Strategies to
Promote Understanding of Responsible
Citizenship in the Social Studies
The research-based reading strategies in
this booklet support deep comprehension
ofthe grand themes of social studies. The
reading strategies may be used flexibly
to meet students' learning needs, help
students better understand texts, and align
with the MDE Social Studies Content
Expectations. © 2009. $6.00
NEW! Recipes for Readers from
Michigan's Authors and Illustrators
You can't help but smile as you thumb
through the pages! This cookbook is a
delightful collection of recipes and stories
contributed by over 40 authors and illustrators from our home state. An enjoyable
opportunity for real-world reading! $12.50

The ABC's of Reading Strategies for
Volunteers
A quick "how-to" guide for volunteers and
tutors. Designed for the layman, this flipchart
offers a variety of ideas to help your volunteers and tutors be more effective and informed. $3.00

Writing Intention: Prompting
Professional Learning through Student
Work
What is the best way to teach writing? This
NWP-Ml/MRA collaboration, written by
teacher writers, features best practices in
writing instruction. Includes discussion
questions - perfect prompts for professional
dialogue! © 2007. $12.00

Teaching Literacy to ESL Students:
Research and Best Practice
This flipchart presents researched information about teaching ESL students along with
ideas for classroom application. Areas
include the goals of reading, self concept,
scaffolds, cooperative grouping, authentic
assessment, materials, and family support.
The Michigan definition of reading, a glossary, and an extensive bibliography are also
included. © 2000. $3.00

Michigan's Educational Assessments:
Preparation and Best Practices
Getting ready for MEAP or MME? This
guide for teachers, assessment coordinators,
and administrators suggests fair, appropriate, and ethical preparation. © 2006. $3.00

~--1ei

Writing to Learn Handbooks for Social
Studies, Science, & Math
These teacher-friendly handbooks include
activities designed to improve student writing, thinking, and learning in Mathematics,
Science, and Social Studies. © 2001. $12.00

Michigan
Reading
Association

AM~

Kaleidoscope 2010
This collection of I 00 prize-winning
writings by Michigan's young
Authors may be shared with students.
New every year! $9.50

NonpdlCa,po,at,,on

Please send order form and payment to:
Michigan Reading Association
668 Three Mile Rd NW
Grand Rapids, MI 49544

Kaleidoscope 2009-$9.50

Place on line orders at: www.michiganreading.org
(Please call MRA at 800-672-7323 if you have d ifficulties
submitting yow· order online. Thank you!)

OUANTJTY

TITLE OF PUBLICATION

PRICE

Subtotal

By law we are required to charge sales tax. If you are a tax-exempt organization,
please provide documentation with your order.

Sales Tax: ADD 6%
Shipping & handling:
ADD 10% o f subtotal plus $1.00

*If your organization is paying with a purchase order, you must provide a copy of
the PO with the order form.

TOTAL

C o m p a n y / I n s t i t u t i o n : - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -Name: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Phone: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Address:

City, State, Zip Code: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

•

Method of Payment: 0 CHECK (payable to Michigan Reading Association
PURCHASE ORDER*
To protect your privacy, we are now accepting MasterCard, VISA and Discover purchases online only at www.michiganreading.org.
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